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Degree Requirements for Ph.D. Program in Graduate Institute

of Injury Prevention and Control in College of Public Health
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Article | Length of Study:
The period of study shall be as stipulated in the Taipei Medical
University Academic Regulations.
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Article Il  Credits

1. Students enrolled in academic year 2018(inclusive) onward need to
take at least 30 credits to graduate, of which 20 required credits (12
credits for thesis, and 0 credit for Research ethics), and take a
minimum of 10 elective credits.

2. Students enrolled in academic year 2019(inclusive) backward need to
take at least 36 credits to graduate, of which 26 required credits (12
credits for thesis, and 0 credit for Research ethics), and take a
minimum of 10 elective credits.

3. Other Requirements:

(1) Student should follow the List of Courses for Ph.D Program while
selecting their courses in Graduate Institute of Injury Prevention
and Control in TMU.

(2) In principle, only courses accredited within the Institute are
recognized and counted for gradation. Those courses accredited
by other departments need to be approved by the Administration
Professor and the Head of Institute for graduation.
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(3) In the event that students have obtained master degrees in TMU
and may have obtained credits from the Graduate Institute, the
credits, once has been used for graduation requirement, cannot
be exempted for PhD courses if the students become PhD
students within the Graduate Institute.

(4) Language Requirement: Domestic, Overseas Compatriot and
Mainland Chinese students are required to take 6 credit courses
of full English curriculum; International graduate students are
required to take 2 credit courses of Chinese(not included in
graduation credits).
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Article lll Thesis advisor
1. Students are required to have a thesis advisor before the end of the
first-semester.
2. Qualification of thesis advisor. All of the following must apply.
(1) The advisor should be a full-time faculty in IPC (Graduate Institute

of Injury Prevention and Control), and should have published
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original research articles in SCI or SSCI journals within the past
three years as a first author or as a corresponding author.

(2) The advisor should have been a primary investigator in a research
project within the past three years.

3. The advisor must not have a new PhD student in the event that there
is any current PhD student who has been enrolled in Ph.D. program
for 7 years.

4. In situations when a student wishes to replace his/her thesis advisor
with someone else, formal request needs to be submitted to the
Director for evaluation.

5. Full-time professors may not be the main instructor in the last three
years of retirement. The main thesis-advisor of graduate student who
is to get retired can act as a co-advisor.
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Article IV Qualification examination (QE)
1.Students can submit the QE application after taking 16 credits
(excluding PhD thesis 12 credits). Students can apply for the QE in
the beginning of the second year, and have to pass the QE before the

end of the fourth year of PhD study.
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2. Students who apply for the QE application should get the approval
from advisor. Students should present their thesis draft, the relevant
application documents, and the list of committee members of the
proposal to the Director for approval.

3. The QE should be conducted in public. The QE committee, consisting
of five to nine members, is recommend by the advisor. At least one
third of members shall be from other universities. The Director of the
IPC will select and approve the final members of the committee and
chair. Students who fail the second QE defense must withdraw from
the Ph.D. program.

4.In the event that students pass the QE defense as Doctoral
candidates, students should attend the seminar in each semester and
report their progress of studies. If the the progress of studies is not

satisfied, it should be reported again in three months.
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Article V Graduation requirements

1. Graduation requirements (effective for students enrolled in academic
year 2017(inclusive) onward)

Doctoral candidates who meet the following regulations are eligible
to apply for PhD degree examination:

(1) Complete the required and selective credits excluding 12 credits
for PhD thesis, and pass the QE.

(2) At least 2 first-author original research article published in SCI or
SSCl journals and the ranking in various fields is top 50%, or have
1 paper published/accepted with Impact Factor more than 6.0 and
without Co-first author (The definition of publication is to get the
acceptance letter from an academic journal).
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(3) The accepted papers must be related to injury prevention and
control and contain part(s) of student’s PhD thesis.

(4) Students must be the first author with the affiliation of “Graduate
Institute of Injury Prevention and Control, College of Public Health,
Taipei Medical University”. An advisor or co- advisor must be the
one of corresponding author.

(5) Students should orally present their work in one of peer-reviewed
international conference, or in an English-spoken conference held
in Taiwan. The paper presented must meet the requirements of
section (3) and (4) of this article.

2. Graduation requirements (effective for students enrolled in academic
year 2018(inclusive) backward)

Doctoral candidates who meet the following regulations are eligible
to apply for PhD degree examination:

(1) Complete the required and selective credits excluding12 credits
for PhD thesis, and pass the QE.

(2) Among the following three publication rules (must be SCI or SSCI
journal), choose one that meets the requirements: (A) Students
must be the only one first author, an advisor or co-advisor must be
the corresponding author. Publish 2 original research articles, or
publish 1 paper and submit 1 article. (B) Students must be the
only one first author, an advisor or co-advisor must be the
corresponding author. Publish 3 review articles or technical short
papers, or publish 2 papers and submit 1 article. (C) Students
must be the first author (including equal contribution, but the
number of equal contributing authors is limited to 3), an advisor or
co-advisor must be the corresponding author or the co-first author.
When a student publishes a joint first, and need to publish 3
papers (no restriction on paper format), or publish 2 papers and
submit 1 article. If the paper IF > 10 or ranked < 5% of the field,
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publish 2 papers (no restriction on paper format), or publish 1
paper and submit 1 article.

(3) Students should be affiliated with “Graduate Institute of Injury
Prevention and Control, College of Public Health, Taipei Medical
University”.

(4) The accepted papers must be related to injury prevention and
control and contain part(s) of student’s PhD thesis.

(5) Students should orally present their work in one of peer-reviewed
international conference, or in an English-spoken conference held
in Taiwan. The paper presented must meet the requirements of
section (3) and (4) of this article.

. Preliminary review of Ph.D. thesis

After approval by thesis advisor, doctoral candidates must apply for
preliminary review of Ph.D. thesis in the first week of semester.
Required documents include draft of doctoral thesis, and the
accepted papers described in the above. The Director nominates
and approves the thesis review committee to review the thesis.
Doctoral candidates can apply for the Doctoral Degree Examination
after passing the review.

. Doctoral Degree Examination

(1) The student’s advisor will recommend five to nine examination
committee members; at least one third of members shall be from
other universities. Members of doctoral degree examination
committee are assigned as qualified faculty candidates by the
Faculty Dean. The advisor and co-advisor should not serve as
the committee convener.

(2) The oral defense of the doctoral degree examination must be
published and announced for the thesis title, date and location of
the presentation by the IPC program office at least one week
before.

(3) A score of 70 or above out of 100(full score) is considered the
passing score for degree examinations. The scores are given
through total average by present committee. Each member can
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only vote one time. If over one third of committee members
assess the doctoral degree examination as failure, the student’s
thesis will be graded as failed.

(4) Students within the permitted length of study who fail the thesis
examination may re-take the examination/defense in the next
semester or next year if it is within the permitted length of study.
Students who fail the second thesis examination must withdraw
from the program.

(5) The approved examiners must attend the committee in person
and must not assign other delegates. Otherwise, the
examination will be canceled. In the event that any committee
member is absent, the markings/scores of the defense are not
accepted.

(6) The qualifications of the doctoral degree examination must meet
the " TMU Implementation Guidelines of master and PhD

degree examination | .

(7) After passing the Doctoral Degree examination, students should
edit their thesis in accordance to the recommendations of the
committee members. After approval by thesis advisor and
completion of graduation procedures, office of academic affairs
will issue degree certification.
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Article VI Matters not covered in the current document shall be handled in
accordance with other related regulations of Ministry of
Education and Taipei Medical University.
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Article VIl The Program Guidelines and Regulations become effective
after approved by the Academic Affairs Committee and the
TMU’s president. The same procedure applies when revisions
are made.
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